
Impact through extracurricular mentorship 
• Faculty Adviser to 2019 National Finalist team,  

U.S. Department of Housing & Urban Development’s  
Innovations in Affordable Housing Graduate Student Design and Planning Competition 

o First finalist team from Virginia Tech and Virginia 
o One of four finalists (with Berkeley, Yale, and Maryland) from over 50 teams 

• Principal investigator, Research Experiences for Undergraduates pilot  
Decision Sciences for Resilient Communities 

o Targeted undergraduate students from traditionally underrepresented groups 
across planning, psychology, and engineering programs/departments 

o Awarded Commitment to Diversity certificate (CAUS) for efforts 
• Global Forum for Urban and Regional Resilience  

2017 Roanoke Summer Lab: Policy in Action (developer and faculty lead) 
o Mentored seven undergraduate students from VT, Roanoke College, and Hollins 

University representing five majors 

Impact through funded curriculum development 

• 4-VA Course Development Grant, $100,000 (11/01/18 – 06/30/21).  
Promoting Transdisciplinary Thinking, Sustainable Design, and Community Engagement 
in STEM Education (with Dr. Tripp Shealy, Civil and Environmental Engineering). 

• Institute for Critical Technology and Applied Sciences (ICTAS): Research Experiences 
for Undergraduates NSF Pilot Funding, $10,000 (11/01/17 – 06/30/18) 
Note: Only project selected for partnership with Honors College   
Decision Sciences for Resilient Communities 
(with Co-PIs: Dr. Tripp Shealy (Civil and Environmental Engineering); Dr. Robin 
Panneton (Psychology)) 

• Curriculum Globalization Grant, $5,000 (Fall 2019/Spring 2020).  
Building Sustainable Regions. 

• Curriculum Globalization Grant, $3,500 (Spring 2017/Fall 2017).  
Legal Foundations of Planning. 

• Under review: Institute of Museum and Library Services 2020 National Leadership Grant 
Building Community: A community catalyst planning project 
(with Co-PIs: Dr. Andrew McCoy (Building Construction); Dr. Scott Weimer 
(Continuing and Professional Education)). Budget requested: $99,849. 

Additional activities 

• Invited participant, chapter lead author, and co-investigator, 
Adaptive Lifelong Learning for a Knowledge Economy (Calhoun Center) 

• Nominee, 2017 VT Alumni Award for Excellence in Graduate Advising  
o Nominated by team of 16 students/alumni in Urban Affairs & Planning 

• Member, VT Graduate Curriculum Committee (2017-present) 
• Member: SPIA Undergraduate Degree committee; MURP Degree Curriculum committee 



 

  
 Ralph Hall, Ph.D. 

Urban Affairs & Planning Program 
Architecture Annex, Room 201 
Blacksburg, Virginia  24061 
P: (540) 231-7332 
rphall@vt.edu  

 

 

 

November 18, 2019 
Ralph P. Hall 
Associate Professor 
Director, SPIA Undergraduate Programs 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 

“Tom is, and remains to be, the most supportive, impactful, and intentional professor that 
I’ve ever had the honor of learning from. While some professors solely focus on personal 
pursuits, Tom takes his role as an educator seriously, whether by helping a student with 
an assignment or test or as a personal or professional mentor.” Eve Lettau 

 
It is my pleasure to nominate Dr. Thomas Skuzinski’s for the University Award for Teaching 
Excellence. As the above student comment highlights, Thomas’s teaching and mentoring has had 
a significant positive impact among our undergraduate and graduate student body and has made 
him one of the most well respected educators on our faculty. Thomas is also one of the most 
proactive and innovative teachers in the School of Public and International Affairs (SPIA), which 
is evidenced by his curriculum development actives and extracurricular mentorship that I will 
discuss below.   
 
Thomas teaches courses in the core of the Public and Urban Affairs (PUA) degree, in the core of 
the Environmental Policy and Planning (EPP) major, and in the core of the Masters of Urban and 
Regional Planning (MURP) degree. Few faculty in SPIA play such an important role in 
delivering courses in the core of multiple programs. Thomas’s expertise is captured by his 
courses on the Legal Foundations of Planning, the Law of Critical Environmental Areas, Land 
Use Law and Planning, and Building Better Infrastructure Systems. The first two undergraduate 
courses were completely redesigned by Thomas when SPIA developed its new undergraduate 
programs that launched in the 2018 Fall semester. During this process, Thomas carefully 
restructured the content of these courses so students obtained critical legal knowledge via 
modules that built on one another. In addition to correcting and enhancing the flow of 
information, Thomas also developed multiple ways for students to access the information being 
covered, which is clearly captured by the following student comment:  
 

“He takes every possible opportunity to make his lectures accessible, even going as far as 
recording them for later use. He drafts detailed summaries of each module of his course 
and includes additional readings to help clarify complex legal proceedings.” Jonathan 
McCoy 

 
Thomas’s enthusiastic, engaged, and focused approach to teaching has also had the effect of 
energizing students’ interest in law:  
 



 

“While I had no interest in law and initially elected to take his course because it was a 
requirement, it quickly became my favorite course while at Virginia Tech. While 
teaching, Tom went out of his way to make sure that he established a connection with 
each student and that every student felt valued.” Eve Lettau 

 
In my role as the Director of SPIA’s undergraduate programs and as a member of the Urban 
Affairs and Planning (UAP) faculty, I frequently interact with students who provide feedback on 
what is working and not working with our courses across our programs. The majority of these 
students have come to me from initial conversations with Thomas. Students feel comfortable 
speaking freely with Thomas, which is evidenced by the letters of support that students prepared 
for his nomination package. Thomas truly has an open door policy where students feel free and 
able to talk with him about course content, obtain mentorship on careers, and share information 
about our programs. I have come to rely on Thomas as sensing the pulse of our programs via 
student feedback, which is a critical role he plays in helping support student wellbeing. The 
relationship he develops with students begins in the classroom, but continues beyond a course as 
students return to Thomas for his valued mentorship.  
 
With regards to curricular development, Thomas has been extremely productive in securing 
grants to develop or enhance his courses. These grants include:  

• Promoting Transdisciplinary Thinking, Sustainable Design, and Community Engagement 
in STEM Education, 4-VA Course Development Grant with Dr. Tripp Shealy, $100,000 
(11/01/18 – 06/30/21).  

• Decision Sciences for Resilient Communities, Institute for Critical Technology and 
Applied Sciences (ICTAS): Research Experiences for Undergraduates NSF Pilot Funding 
with Dr. Tripp Shealy and Dr. Robin Panneton, $10,000 (11/01/17 – 06/30/18).  

• Building Sustainable Regions, Curriculum Globalization Grant, $5,000 (Fall 2019/Spring 
2020).  

• Legal Foundations of Planning, Curriculum Globalization Grant, $3,500 (Spring 
2017/Fall 2017).  

• Building Community: A community catalyst planning project, under review by the 
Institute of Museum and Library Services 2020 National Leadership Grant (with Dr. 
Andrew McCoy and Dr. Scott Weimer, $99,849). 

 
As is evident by the above list, Thomas’s collaborations with faculty reach outside of our school 
and college, which I believe further enriches the content and quality of his courses. 
 
With regards to extracurricular mentorship and education, Thomas’s impact has been 
extraordinary. Last fall, Thomas took the initiative to encourage graduate students at Virginia 
Tech to enter the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development’s Innovations in 
Affordable Housing Graduate Student Design and Planning Competition. This is a highly 
prestigious competition that tends to be dominated by student groups from the top ranked 
planning programs across the nation. Under Thomas’s mentorship, his team was the first ever 
team from Virginia Tech and from the State of Virginia to reach the finals. Over 50 teams 
entered the competition. I was able to witness Thomas’s dedication to mentoring the Virginia 
Tech team who regularly met in the Architecture Annex during the day and at night over several 
months. I also took part in the practice presentation session before the students travelled to 



 

Washington, DC. The quality of the student work and their depth of thinking was outstanding. 
Thomas had set very high expectations for the team, but also provided them with the support and 
encouragement they needed to reach those expectations. 
 
In relation to the Decision Sciences for Resilient Communities grant mentioned above, Thomas 
targeted the research experiences the faculty team were providing to undergraduate students from 
traditionally underrepresented groups across planning, psychology, and engineering 
programs/departments. His efforts to encourage underrepresented students to engage in research 
and extracurricular learning resulted in him receiving the CAUS Commitment to Diversity 
certificate.  
 
Finally, Thomas has been a core team member on a new initiative lead by the Calhoun Center 
focused on Adaptive Lifelong Learning for a Knowledge Economy. This innovative initiative will 
focus on the current learning ecosystem across K-12 and higher education to identify 
opportunities to leverage new approaches to pedagogy.   
 
In summary, I believe Thomas is an outstanding candidate for the University Award for 
Teaching Excellence and believe that he sets the bar in terms of a holistic approach to engaging 
students in learning both inside and outside of the classroom.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
Ralph Hall 
Assistant Professor 
Chair of Student’s Thesis Committee 
Master of Urban and Regional Planning Program 
 



My teaching is oriented to two values: transdisciplinarity and inclusivity. Central to each 
is communication and collaboration beyond boundaries. In the former, the boundaries are 
disciplinary and professional. In the latter, the boundaries are social, economic, cultural, 
political, and ideological. As a scholar who studies decision-making processes in local and 
regional governance, I have found that these values are often present in the organizations and 
individuals who craft sustainable, innovative solutions to complex problems. I regard 
transdisciplinarity and inclusivity as essential, therefore, to preparing students—most of whom 
will play key roles in policy processes—to be effective leaders and stakeholders. 

In the classroom, I pursue these values through in-class and online discussion exercises, 
planned and ad hoc role playing exercises, and invited speakers. The courses I most often 
teach—Legal Foundations of Planning, Law of Critical Environmental Areas, and Land Use Law 
and Planning—require that students understand how tensions are resolved between competing 
public and private interests. The law affords an ideal opportunity for students to identify and 
explain these interests, and in doing so to move beyond the disciplinary and ideological biases 
they carry. By understanding the perspectives of the conservationist, the real estate developer, 
the city planner, the elected official, the neighborhood resident, and others, a student is better 
equipped to function as a stakeholder in decision-making processes. For example, in Legal 
Foundations of Planning, an undergraduate course, students first learn about land use regulation 
through cases, explain competing positions in these cases, test their understanding via long-form 
exam questions, and finally hear from real-world stakeholders. To broaden students’ perspectives 
beyond the U.S. setting, I have also developed modules in my courses on land use and 
environmental law in other nations. These efforts have been supported with two Curriculum 
Globalization Grants from Virginia Tech’s Global Education Office. 

Outside the classroom, I have actively developed opportunities for both undergraduate 
and graduate students to engage in transdisciplinary and inclusive learning. In 2019, I mentored 
the first finalist team from the university and from the Commonwealth in the national 
Innovations in Affordable Housing graduate student design competition, sponsored by the 
Department of Housing and Urban Development. This built upon my coordination and advising 
of VT’s first entries in the competition in 2016 and 2017. The competition emphasizes 
transdisciplinarity in an applied, problem-based project over two month, requiring that teams 
include students from at least three different disciplines. 

I also created and served as the faculty mentor in two funded summer undergraduate 
research opportunities. These efforts targeted students from multiple majors who were also from 
groups traditionally underrepresented in the academy—those, for example, identifying as non-
male, or as a person of color, or a first-generation college student—and tasked them with 
working on real-world policy problems. My work along these lines is ongoing, with delivery in 
Spring 2020 of a new course that brings engineering, planning, and design students together to 
tackle large-scale urban infrastructure challenges, and that embeds measurement of 
transdisciplinary learning into evaluation of students. The work was supported with a major grant 
from Virginia’s 4-VA Advancing the Commonwealth initiative.  

Overall, in my time at Virginia Tech I have consistently and intentionally worked to 
create transdisciplinary and inclusive learning opportunities, both curricular and extracurricular, 
for diverse student populations. I look forward to building on these efforts in the future. 



SPOT scores post-2011 revision
 6.0 scale

Course designator, number, & title
Term 
taught

# enrolled (# 
respondants)

Well-
prepared

Clearly 
presented

Provided 
feedback for 
improvement

Atmosphere 
of mutual 
respect

Effective 
administration 
and 
organization

Stimulating 
and relevant Overall

Overall dept. 
average

UAP 4344 Law of Crit Envt'l Areas Sp'19 40 (39) 5.67 5.74 5.55 5.87 not included 5.72 5.82 5.00

UAP 5554 Land Use Law & Planning Sp'19 6 (5) 6.00 6.00 6.00 5.60 not included 5.50 6.00 5.00

UAP 4754 Legal Found. of Planning Fa'18 35 (17) 5.58 5.33 5.42 5.76 not included 5.28 5.35 5.10

UAP 5424 TS: Metro/Reg. Gov. (distance) Fa'18 7 (3) 5.33 6.00 4.67 5.67 not included 4.67 5.00 5.10

UAP 4754 Legal Found. of Planning Su'18 4 (1) 6.00 6.00 6.00 6.00 not included 6.00 6.00 4.11

UAP 5554 Land Use Law... (distance) Sp'18 16 (13) 5.62 5.54 5.69 5.85 not included 5.54 5.23 5.01

UAP 5554 Land Use Law… (in person) Sp'18 24 (20) 5.65 5.50 5.55 5.65 not included 5.47 5.70 5.01

UAP 4754 Legal Found. of Planning Fa'17 16 (12) 5.50 5.33 5.25 5.58 not included 5.42 5.50 5.07

UAP 5424 TS: Metro/Reg. Gov. (distance) Fa'17 14 (8) 5.38 5.50 5.63 5.75 not included 5.50 5.50 5.07

UAP 4754 Legal Found. of Planning Sp'17 30 (21) 5.32 5.00 5.11 5.47 not included 4.58 5.05 5.15

UAP 5554 Land Use Law Fa'16 12 (9) 5.56 5.67 5.56 5.67 not included 5.56 5.67 5.03

UAP 5174 Theory/Practice Planning Fa'16 19 (13) 5.54 5.69 5.62 5.69 not included 5.54 5.69 5.03



Eve Lettau 
205 St. James Pl, Brooklyn, NY 11238 · 703-389-5899 · Evel444@vt.edu 

 
 
November 16, 2019 
 
To the award committee: 
 
I am writing to highly recommend Dr. Tom Skuzinski for the University Award for Teaching 
Excellence. I am a previous student of Dr. Skuzinski’s, having taken Legal Foundations of 
Planning with him as an undergraduate in the Fall of 2017. 
  
During my time at Virginia Tech, I floated through many majors and interacted with a wide array 
of professors from many departments. Tom is, and remains to be, the most supportive, impactful, 
and intentional professor that I’ve ever had the honor of learning from. While some professors 
solely focus on personal pursuits, Tom takes his role as an educator seriously, whether by 
helping a student with an assignment or test or as a personal or professional mentor.  
  
While I had no interest in law and initially elected to take his course because it was a 
requirement, it quickly became my favorite course while at Virginia Tech. While teaching, Tom 
went out of his way to make sure that he established a connection with each student and that 
every student felt valued. Beyond that, Tom took the course material seriously and made sure to 
employ various teaching styles to make sure that every student understood it regardless of its 
complexity. I can say with confidence that had I taken the course with a different instructor I 
would not have understood it nearly as well.  
  
What sets Tom apart from any other professor that I’ve had, is his patience and dedication to 
helping me figure out my professional goals. I do not doubt that he has also provided the same 
level of guidance to other students. Having such a thoughtful mentor as an undergraduate 
student, at such a large university, nonetheless, definitely changed my career directory for the 
better. I can think of no professor more deserving of the award than Dr. Tom Skuzinski.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Eve Lettau 
Class of 2019 
B.A. Public and Urban Affairs; B.A. Economics 

iPad





Blacksburg, November 16, 2019 
 
 
To the University Awards for Teaching Excellence at VT Selection Committee 
 
 
I had the privilege to meet professor Thomas Skuzinski during my two-year Master in Urban 
Planning program at Virginia Tech.  Dr. Skuzinski was my professor for the Land Use Law 
and Planning class and later became my team’s advisor for the 2019 Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) Innovation in Affordable Housing national student design and planning 
competition. 
  
Our team looked for Dr. Skusinski mentorship because of his extensive knowledge on 
affordable housing and previous experience with the HUD competition. As soon as we 
shared with him our goals and ideas for this project, He got excited about becoming our 
academic advisor.  For the course of the competition, that lasted almost four months, we 
benefitted tremendously from his knowledge, guidance and enthusiasm.   
 
Dr. Skuzinski was always proud of our effort and extremely supportive of our ideas. He 
helped us better understand the intricacies of affordable housing policies, which made our 
proposal more comprehensive. Our competition entry was selected as one of the top four 
proposals, amongst more than forty entries submitted nationwide, advancing to the finals. 
 
Dr. Skuzinski spearheaded an effort to procure funds from the College of Architecture and 
Urban Studies to make possible for our entire team to attend a site visit arranged by HUD to 
experience first-hand the site of the competition in San Antonio, Texas and attend meetings 
with the San Antonio Housing Authority (SAHA).  He knew that the knowledge gathered from 
this experience would help us make important adjustments to our initial design before the 
final presentation. Dr. Skuzinski also arranged a mock-up jury made of professors from 
different departments in the College of Architecture and Urban Studies to help us hone our 
presentation skills and obtain fed-back in preparation for the final presentation. 
 
When I look back at my experience as a student in Urban Planning at Virginia Tech, having 
achieved the finals in the HUD completion is definitely a highlight of my two-year program.   I 
am truly thankful to professor Skuzinski for his selfless commitment to the success of our 
team.  
 
It is my personal opinion that Dr. Skuzinski is a person of great character.  He is and 
outstanding professor that has inspired and will continue to inspire students that seek his 
guidance.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
Hector Mendoza 



To Whom it May Concern, 

 

I was enrolled in Dr. Thomas Skuzinski’s Land Use Law course in Spring 2018 during 
my first semester as a graduate student at Virginia Tech. This course was my first experience as a 
graduate student at Virginia Tech. Through his teaching, Dr. Skuzinski laid a path for my 
educational success in his course and in my academic career at the University.  

Land Use Law is a difficult legal course and one of the more difficult courses in the 
Urban Planning program. Dr. Skuzinski was able to take complicated land use legal rulings and 
teach them in a way that was accessible and sensical to his students. His affable nature and 
knowledgeability on the subject made a course that was as enjoyable as it was challenging.  

Following this semester as a first-year graduate student, I began working with Dr. 
Skuzinski as a Graduate Teaching Assistant. Having seen his teaching style first-hand as a 
student I was looking forward to seeing his instruction style on the back end. I was pleased to 
learn that Dr. Skuzinksi takes just as much care in preparing for his courses as he does in 
delivering the lectures. He takes every possible opportunity to make his lectures accessible, even 
going as far as recording them for later use. He drafts detailed summaries of each module of his 
course and includes additional readings to help clarify complex legal proceedings. He has made 
himself available for a review session for the final exam for each semester that I have worked 
with him. He also provides numerous opportunities to earn credit in the course.  

Dr. Skuzinski is an incredible instructor and is a real asset to Virginia Tech. Without his 
instruction, I would not have gained a complete understanding of land use law nor would I be as 
prepared as I am in my future career. Dr. Skuzinski is a shining star in the Urban and Regional 
Planning program and he is among the best professors I have ever had.  

Thank you, 

Jonathan McCoy 

Master’s Student, Urban and Regional Planning and Public Administration 



	
Virginia Tech             November 17, 2019 
Chair, Academy of Teaching Excellence 
155 Otey St. 
Blacksburg, VA 
24060 
 
To Whom It May Concern, 
 
I would like to nominate Professor Thomas Skuzinski for the University Award for Teaching 
Excellence because, during my past 6 years at Virginia Tech, Professor Skuzinski has been one 
of the most insightful in both my academic and professional career paths, honest and 
constructive in his criticism, and also the most responsive and considerate to student needs. I 
would like to highlight the HUD Innovation in Affordable Housing Student Design Competition. 
This is a national competition that takes place every year and runs from late November to April 
if your team is eligible for the finals. For the first time, in Virginia Tech’s and Virginia’s history, 
our team made it to the finals to present along with the three other national finalists from The 
University of Maryland, Berkeley, and Yale. Professor Skuzinski was our academic advisor for 
the competition and he guided us through the first steps of the preliminary planning and design 
phase all the way to cheering us on from the national stage in D.C. He dedicates himself to 
support his students as he frequently took time out of his personal schedule, in addition to his 
professoriate responsibly, to meet with our team to answer questions, direct us to current 
literature and case studies, block off chunks of time for us to meet as a group, offer feedback, 
and spearhead fundraising that allowed our group to travel to both San Antonio for a site visit 
and D.C. for the final presentation. He was our support system that helped elevate us as students 
but also as professionals. Though as a team we might have not won first or second place, 
Professor Skuzinski was there off the stage to encourage us to keep our heads up and to be proud 
of the work we have accomplished. He sincerely cares about his students’ success, evident by the 
act of making us individual awards to commemorate our accomplishments. 
 
It has now been a year since the beginning of the last competition, and I still reflect on the 
experience. Through my undergraduate years and first year of graduate school, the HUD 
competition is the highlight of my academic career. I began my graduate studies in Landscape 
Architecture, but after the competition, Professor Skuzinski, introduced me to Urban Planning, 
what it encompasses, and how my passions for the physical environment coincided with the 
profession. I decided to transfer into the Master of Urban and Regional Planning program and it 
has been another decision I am proud of and that Professor Skuzinski has made possible. I would 
like to thank him for inspiring me to become a better scholar and follow my professional passion. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Amelia Hulshult, BLA ’18, MURP’20 



Ashley Posthumus 
Master Student, Urban and Regional Planning  
VP, Graduate Urban and Regional Planning Association  
1505 Providence Blvd 
Christiansburg, VA 
24073 
 
 
To whom it may concern, 

I would like to nominate Tom Skuzinski for the University Award for Teaching Excellence because of the 
extraordinary impact he has had on my educational experience at Virginia Tech. I had the pleasure of 
having Tom as my professor for Land Use Law in my first year as a graduate student. I came to Virginia 
Tech from Ontario, Canada to learn about urban planning and educate myself for a career in the 
planning field. It was my first time being exposed to United States law and Tom’s teaching methods and 
techniques made U.S legislation easier to understand. He demonstrated creativity in the way he had 
designed his curriculum. He drew on current literature, his research and experiences and took multiple 
approaches to deliver his instruction. He was available at all hours of the night and truly cared about 
students understanding the content and applying it correctly when acting as a planner in the future. To 
this day, his class has been my favorite for the reason that I felt like I learned and absorbed the 
information he taught. I felt as though his motivation pushed me to go beyond my usual efforts and 
have a more well-rounded understanding that would continuously help me succeed throughout my 
career. His encouragement and class structure would lead me to take initiative for my learning and want 
me to excel in class.  This was my first time interacting with Tom, however, because of my positive 
experience with him I continued our relationship beyond this class.  

I confided in him for mentoring and advisory needs. He was approachable, available, and always willing 
to provide advice on whether it be class or career-related. This year I confided in him to help me 
rearrange my schedule to ensure I was enrolled in classes that would round out my degree and help me 
accelerate in subjects that I was passionate about. My positive teaching experience with him has led me 
to enroll in two additional classes he is teaching this spring. I know I can trust that his class will be well 
organized, and I’ll get an educational experience that will be valuable. His contributions to my learning 
experience at Virginia Tech have made me become a better scholar and will help me succeed in the 
future. I would thank him for the tremendous amount of effort he contributed so that I could gain a 
valuable education and be confident moving forward in my career.    

 

Thank you, 

Ashley Posthumus 

 



To whom it may concern,  
 

I would like to nominate Professor Skuzinski for the University Award for Teaching. His 
class, Land Use Law and Planning has been one of my favorite classes that I have taken at 
Virginia Tech. One of the reasons I believe Professor Skuzinski deserves this award is that he is 
always trying to make the learning experience the best it can be. Professor Skuzinski is 
interested in making the class best for the students to learn. He is open to suggestions for 
improvement for the class, and always asks what could be better. Professor Skuzinski always 
listens and takes any concerns about the class into account. It is clear that Professor Skizinski 
truly cares about students learning in his class and that is really encouraging. The class is also 
appropriately challenging and the assignments always make me to learn something new. 
Professor Skuzinski tries to make the assignments relevant to the professions students may be 
going into and this makes completing the assignments more interesting, and I feel like I am 
learning things that I will actually use. Another reason that I am nominating Professor Skuzinski 
for this award is that he makes himself available for office hours most days of the week. I have 
visited his office on multiple occasions to ask questions, and I have always walked away feeling 
like I understood the subject matter better. He also responds to questions by email promptly. 
Lastly, I think that Professor Skuzinski deserves this award because he makes going to class 
fun and interesting. He thinks his jokes are corny, but everyone always laughs and has a good 
time in class even though the class is late at night. I cannot think of a professor more deserving 
of this award.  
 
Thanks for your consideration,  
Natalie Serio  



Professor Skuzinski | University Award for Teaching Excellence Nomination  

November 18, 2019  

 

Elena Muraca | B.A. Public and Urban Affairs 

Project Coordinator, Virginia Tech Office of Economic Development  

 

Dear nomination committee, 

 

As a recent graduate of Virginia Tech’s Public and Urban Affairs program, I have spent the last few months 

reflecting on my time in undergraduate and how it has prepared me for my transition into the workforce. 

During my interview for my current position at the Virginia Tech Office of Economic Development back in 

March, I found myself referring back frequently to professors who encouraged me to step out of my comfort 

zone to establish better confidence in my strengths as an up and coming Urban Planner, and one of those 

professors was Thomas Skuzinksi. Being the youngest in Professor Skuzinski’s Legal Foundations of Planning 

(UAP 4754) class back in 2017, I was grateful that he took the time to genuinely encourage everyone to 

participate and share their perspectives, thus creating a culture of mutual respect and trust in the classroom. 

Professor Skuzinski emphasized essential, often underrepresented topics in planning such as housing 

discrimination and the importance of ADA regulations while still promoting a comfortable, welcoming 

discussion. This course further solidified my ability to keep an open mind, prioritize and understand other 

backgrounds and points of view, as well as an increase my willingness to have a change of heart– a rare but 

vital lesson to learn in an often polarizing, bipartisan society. This encouragement forever shifted my way of 

thinking, and played an important role in my decision to apply for an Honors Enrichment Grant in 2018 to 

create a three part podcast series on equity in urban planning that was recently recognized in an alumni 

spotlight article for the 2019 CAUS fall newsletter.  

 

My experience with Professor Skuzinski as a research mentor continued to prove his passion for cultivating a 

platform for diverse backgrounds. As a participant in his Decision Sciences for Resilient Communities project, 

I was drawn to apply as he was making a point to search for not traditionally represented in the academy 

based on gender, race, ethnicity for the research team. When our team was finalized, I was truly grateful to 

walk in to our first meeting and see two fellow women, both with strong STEM backgrounds. In a world 

where women are often the minority in STEM and policy related research, this experience truly helped me 

find the confidence to assert myself in the real world as an equal candidate– worthy of challenge and a 

platform to speak just like anybody else. This became an essential learning experience in my ability to 

perform in future job interviews.  

 

Professor Skuzinski has given all of his students the gift “real life” knowledge beyond a textbook through his 

passion for equal representation. Cities and towns often are not homogenous groupings of perfectly like 

minded citizens– and we should not treat them as such in an educational environment. To learn to respect, 

value, and truly listen to the residents that a planner is serving is an essential part of the move towards a 

more healthy, vibrant communities– and Professor Skuzinski’s passion for this is certainly worth recognizing. 

It has truly inspired me to become a better student, colleague, and citizen.  

 

Regards, 

 

Elena Muraca 



1 - Please indicate the extent to which you agree or disagree with each of the following statements:

1A - The instructor was well prepared.

Thomas Stefan Skuzinski

Response Option Weight Frequency Percent Percent Responses Means

Strongly disagree (1) 0 0.00%

Disagree (2) 0 0.00%

Somewhat disagree (3) 0 0.00%

Somewhat agree (4) 2 5.13%

Agree (5) 9 23.08%

Strongly agree (6) 28 71.79%

5.67 5.21 5.19

 0           25           50           100 Question College Department

Response Rate Mean STD Median College Mean STD Median Department Mean STD Median
39/40 (97.50%) 5.67 0.58 6.00 4563 5.21 1.10 6.00 907 5.19 1.13 6.00

1 - Please indicate the extent to which you agree or disagree with each of the following statements:

1B - The instructor presented the subject matter clearly.

Thomas Stefan Skuzinski

Response Option Weight Frequency Percent Percent Responses Means

Strongly disagree (1) 0 0.00%

Disagree (2) 0 0.00%

Somewhat disagree (3) 0 0.00%

Somewhat agree (4) 0 0.00%

Agree (5) 10 25.64%

Strongly agree (6) 29 74.36%

5.74
5.00 4.98

 0           25           50           100 Question College Department

Response Rate Mean STD Median College Mean STD Median Department Mean STD Median
39/40 (97.50%) 5.74 0.44 6.00 4540 5.00 1.26 5.00 902 4.98 1.30 5.00

1 - Please indicate the extent to which you agree or disagree with each of the following statements:

1C - The instructor provided feedback intended to improve my course performance.

Thomas Stefan Skuzinski

Response Option Weight Frequency Percent Percent Responses Means

Strongly disagree (1) 0 0.00%

Disagree (2) 0 0.00%

Somewhat disagree (3) 0 0.00%

Somewhat agree (4) 3 7.89%

Agree (5) 11 28.95%

Strongly agree (6) 24 63.16%

5.55
5.03 5.02

 0           25           50           100 Question College Department

Response Rate Mean STD Median College Mean STD Median Department Mean STD Median
38/40 (95.00%) 5.55 0.65 6.00 4545 5.03 1.25 5.00 901 5.02 1.30 5.00

Instructor: Jonathan P McCoy,Thomas Stefan Skuzinski * 

UAP_4344_19249_201901: Law of Cri cal Envl Areas-UAP_4344_19249_201901Course:

Spring 2019 VT Student Percep ons of Teaching (SPOT)
Virginia Tech

39/40 (97.50 %)Response Rate:
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1 - Please indicate the extent to which you agree or disagree with each of the following statements:

1D - The instructor fostered an atmosphere of mutual respect.

Thomas Stefan Skuzinski

Response Option Weight Frequency Percent Percent Responses Means

Strongly disagree (1) 0 0.00%

Disagree (2) 0 0.00%

Somewhat disagree (3) 0 0.00%

Somewhat agree (4) 0 0.00%

Agree (5) 5 12.82%

Strongly agree (6) 34 87.18%

5.87 5.35 5.42

 0           25           50           100 Question College Department

Response Rate Mean STD Median College Mean STD Median Department Mean STD Median
39/40 (97.50%) 5.87 0.34 6.00 4547 5.35 1.03 6.00 900 5.42 0.98 6.00

1 - Please indicate the extent to which you agree or disagree with each of the following statements:

1E - Overall, the instructor's teaching was effective.

Thomas Stefan Skuzinski

Response Option Weight Frequency Percent Percent Responses Means

Strongly disagree (1) 0 0.00%

Disagree (2) 0 0.00%

Somewhat disagree (3) 0 0.00%

Somewhat agree (4) 0 0.00%

Agree (5) 7 17.95%

Strongly agree (6) 32 82.05%

5.82
5.02 5.00

 0           25           50           100 Question College Department

Response Rate Mean STD Median College Mean STD Median Department Mean STD Median
39/40 (97.50%) 5.82 0.39 6.00 4513 5.02 1.29 5.00 899 5.00 1.30 5.00

Instructor: Jonathan P McCoy,Thomas Stefan Skuzinski * 

UAP_4344_19249_201901: Law of Cri cal Envl Areas-UAP_4344_19249_201901Course:

Spring 2019 VT Student Percep ons of Teaching (SPOT)
Virginia Tech

39/40 (97.50 %)Response Rate:
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2 - 2A - What did the instructor do that most helped in your learning?

Thomas Stefan Skuzinski
Response Rate 31/40 (77.5%)

• Put a copy of the notes online for us to compare our in-class notes to and used cases from different courts to tie everything together

• Posted notes, used real world examples, used made up examples (both extreme examples and specific examples) for us to really understand the information, made really confusing information and
language interesting (he was also really funny), helped me out a LOT(considering I have a difficult time paying attention in class), gave us useful exercises, took attendence (I wouldn't have went if
not for this), forced us to participate in class using participation points (I hated this at first but then I grew to love it as I realized I was learning a lot because of this), explained complicated readings in
class in a clear way

• Fully understood the cases we discussed and allowed a lot of class participation, which helped me to work through any confusion I might have had regarding class topics or cases

• Professor S was very prepared on the material and explained it in words that were easily comprehended.

• He wrote things on the board that were important and would always try to make the class entertaining. He also was very understanding about how the subject material could be really hard to
understand.

• I appreciate his sense of humor.

• Dr. Skuzinski had such a great way of explaining complicated legal matter in a way anyone could understand. If you were confused it was very comfortsble to ask a question, and he would always
be able to come up with another way to explain the content.

• provided many examples/metaphors for topics that may be confusing, made it simple

• I really appreciated Dr. Skuzinski's use of the chalk board during class to write out notes rather than powerpoint. It encouraged me to take handwritten notes, which really helped me learn and retain
the material better. Additionally, Dr. Skuzinski was very good about giving undivided attention to students with questions and would take class time to make sure we all understood what he was
lecturing about.

• Simplified and explained every case we read outside of class, we did exercises and he engaged the class.

• He lectured about topics separately, so for a few weeks we were talking all about the Clean Water Act then we switched topics. It made it easy to follow along with what we were talking about.

• The in class participation sheets were really helpful for us to practice applying the material from class and then have our ideas revised by the professor. This really helped me understand the
concepts more clearly and remember them better.

• The instructor did a really good job of explaining all of the material in depth so that I could really understand all of the cases and statutes we studied.

• Lots of feedback on assignments; went over material; participation points

• Very engaging and had good sense of humor through very dry subjects

• He laid things out clearly and answered questions well. Had a sense of humor that made an 8am class bearable. Supportive teacher as well and helped me outside of class.

• Skuzinski took the time to break down each critical law case and make it more understandable. Also, the disciplinary jargon is heavily present throughout many of the cases we looked at and
Skuzinski helped define and round out each of those terms.

• Provided feedback. Encouraged in class participation.

• Broke down dense information in a manner that was easily understandable. Brought an energy that made me want to learn more.

• The professor provided review guides of each unit, which really helped me study! I also found the homework assignments to be helpful, since they reinforced the topics that we discussed in class.

• Writing on the board helps to keep pace with students writing and it helps take time for use to absorb the information. I really appreciated this even though I know Dr. S had some issues with his
wrist that made it hard for him to write at times. Yet, he continued to persevere. Dr. S also made jokes which helped liven up an 8 am.

• Seemed genuinely interested in course material and method of teaching was helpful

• He was always willing to answer questions, and presented the material in an interesting way and made it easy to get excited to go to an 8am class.

• Dr. T presented the subject matter that can be pretty confusing in a way that someone who has never taken any type of law class was able to follow along.

• He wrote everything we needed to know for exams on the board, and reviewed concepts previously talked about every class.

• led very clear, linear discussion that built on the readings

• He answered questions very well and was always open to alternative points of view and to learn when someone specialized in a specific field of knowledge.

• Incredibly knowledgable and kind. Did a great job at presenting information in a way that was accessible.

• The subject was well taught, by far one of the best structured classes I have taken. There was enough material presented to understand the focus of lessons, but not so much that I would have felt
overwhelmed. The professor was knowledgeable and there was a good balance between teaching and discussion. The assignments supported the material and were given in good timing.

• I think writing notes on the board opposed to powerpoints were helpful because it helped me focus more in class, and encouraged me to attend class.

• The in class worksheets helped a lot after going over them together as a class, in knowing our understanding of the material and where more studying of cases was needed. The outlines were also
a major help in keeping the lecture material organized.

Instructor: Jonathan P McCoy,Thomas Stefan Skuzinski * 

UAP_4344_19249_201901: Law of Cri cal Envl Areas-UAP_4344_19249_201901Course:
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39/40 (97.50 %)Response Rate:
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3 - Please indicate the extent to which you agree or disagree with each of the following statements:

3A - I have a deeper understanding of the subject matter as a result of this course.

Response Option Weight Frequency Percent Percent Responses Means

Strongly disagree (1) 0 0.00%

Disagree (2) 0 0.00%

Somewhat disagree (3) 0 0.00%

Somewhat agree (4) 0 0.00%

Agree (5) 7 17.95%

Strongly agree (6) 32 82.05%

5.82 5.21 5.13

 0           25           50           100 Question College Department

Response Rate Mean STD Median College Mean STD Median Department Mean STD Median
39/40 (97.50%) 5.82 0.39 6.00 3677 5.21 1.09 6.00 713 5.13 1.19 5.00

3 - Please indicate the extent to which you agree or disagree with each of the following statements:

3B - My interest in the subject matter was stimulated by this course.

Response Option Weight Frequency Percent Percent Responses Means

Strongly disagree (1) 0 0.00%

Disagree (2) 0 0.00%

Somewhat disagree (3) 0 0.00%

Somewhat agree (4) 0 0.00%

Agree (5) 11 28.21%

Strongly agree (6) 28 71.79%

5.72 5.06 4.97

 0           25           50           100 Question College Department

Response Rate Mean STD Median College Mean STD Median Department Mean STD Median
39/40 (97.50%) 5.72 0.46 6.00 3659 5.06 1.25 5.00 712 4.97 1.32 5.00

Instructor: Jonathan P McCoy,Thomas Stefan Skuzinski * 

UAP_4344_19249_201901: Law of Cri cal Envl Areas-UAP_4344_19249_201901Course:

Spring 2019 VT Student Percep ons of Teaching (SPOT)
Virginia Tech

39/40 (97.50 %)Response Rate:
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4 - 4A - What could you have done to be a better learner?
Response Rate 28/40 (70%)

• Talk more in class to better understand what I was learning

• Read the case studies more, I didn't do much of that

• Participated more in class

• done more readings, attended more classes

• Asked more questions during class.

• Towards the end I became more busy so I did not pay as much attention as I did at the beginning.

• I could have read all of the readings in full before class.

• Do more of the readings

• I could have brought annotated court cases to class to be able to participate better on some days.

• I could have read more of the assignments, like the cases towards the end of the year.

• Spent more time reading cases

• Completed the readings more thoroughly

• Read more of the loooooooooong text

• Study more

• I could have spent more time participating by sharing my personal perspective on the law or the cases we read in the class.

• Taken better notes. Not waited until the last minute to read the readings and cases.

• I could have read the material more thoroughly and participated more in discussion.

• I could have read the readings a few times through in order to remember the details from cases.

• Paid more attention to the readings, but they were so dense sometimes

• Taken more detailed notes.

• I could have done a more through job of reading through cases and I could have asked more questions.

• done the reading

• Paid attention more.

• not procrastinated

• Study more for exams and go to office hours

• I could have tried to participate more in class discussions.

• Read the cases more thoroughly.

• I could have been a lot better about keeping up with the case readings.

Instructor: Jonathan P McCoy,Thomas Stefan Skuzinski * 
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5 - 5A - Please add any additional comments regarding the course and/or instructor here:

Thomas Stefan Skuzinski
Response Rate 22/40 (55%)

• fantastic professor, got me interested in a subject I didn't understand whatsoever and that I hated. Now I understand it much more. This class and this professor made me realize that if I try hard
enough, I can overcome my fears and barriers and really learn. I have learned a lot from this class and from this professor not just in the subject matter, but on information outside the class, too.

• I really liked this course, the professor was knowledgeable and easygoing which made class much more enjoyable at 8am and I felt like I actually learned something

• n/a

• I think that participation should not be as big of a part of our grade. I think that it should be mainly about attention or it should not count as much. We should not be able to go down a grade because
we just did not know the answer to a question.

• I really enjoyed this class! Not only because this was my first law class and im very interested in the material, but the professor was great. He was always prepared, extremely knowledgeable, and
put an effort into engaging the class. I was never bored and enjoyed the environment he fostered for our classroom.

• Thank you for being a great and enthusiastic teacher! I learned a lot in this class and it was thanks to your positive attitude and great teaching style. Virginia Tech needs more teachers like you!

• Sometimes the participation points could be hard to get, especially at the beginning of the semester, and was taken kind of inconsistently.

• n/a

• Sometimes the class started late but being up at 8 am isn't a chore for everyone

• Wonderful teacher, would have him again. Hopefully that was not my last class with him.

• The instructor was super friendly and knowledgeable in this field. As somebody who has taken several law classes focused on the environment, it was nice to learn some new things.

• Demonstrated an extensive understanding of the material and made coming to class fun, even at 8 am. Communicated well with students and made sure we understood the material before moving
on.

• Wonderful professor! The best law class I have taken by far. He presented the material in a very clear way that made complex topics easy to understand! Thank you so much!

• This is one of the best classes I've had! I didn't come into it expecting to be that enthused because I've never had a real interest in law, but I do after taking this class. For an 8 am, it's hard to stay
attentive and have remotely any interest, so it's especially remarkable to have liked this class so much. Dr. S was a wonderful instructor and I'd recommend the class to my peers. Thank you!!!

• I liked the class and teaching style, thanks for a great semester.

• Dr. T made an 8am law class into a highly enjoyable time

• I really enjoyed this course with Dr. Skuzinski

• I really enjoyed your course!

• Dr. Skuzinski had a hard lot this semester because not only was he teaching a complex subject, he was teaching it at 8 AM. College students do not like to get up and get to class by 8 AM.
However, Dr. S's teaching style was engaging and humorous and kept me interested in the material despite the early hour. He should get an award--I never would have guessed that law could be
funny, but Dr. S always seemed to find a way to make us laugh. And I learned a lot. I didn't know a whole lot about environmental law before this class, so perhaps the bar wasn't very high, but I
really enjoyed this class and felt like I actually learned new material that is relevant and applicable to modern life. We are arguably in the middle of an environmental crisis and I believe having some
knowledge of environmental law will be beneficial. Additionally, it has made me feel more confident and informed as a citizen. Commenting on the new WOTUS rule made me feel like I actually knew
what I was talking about and that my voice could be heard. This was a really engaging and interesting class, thank you for a wonderful semester.

• The only issue I had with this course was the class participation. The card system was not the most practical mean for which to get participate since the prospect of them being taken was not
uniformly done. However, I am sure more conversations were stimulated and encouraged by the process.

• I really liked him as a professor a lot. I enjoyed learning about law more than I thought because he presented the material well and in an interesting way.

• As a law class at 8am, I was surprised by how engaging it was. I definitely enjoyed this class and I'm glad we had exposure to recent cases affecting us like with the Mountain Valley Pipeline. The
class could've been a bit more organized as far as knowing what we needed to do before class. We did get emails for some classes with a tentative schedule for the next week or so which was very
helpful. More consistency with that would be good. The whole participation points system could use some work. Even with it being points based, only the same 3-4 people spoke up the majority of
the time.

6 - 6A - How would you rate the physical environment in which you took this class based upon your ability to see, hear, concentrate, and participate?

Response Option Weight Frequency Percent Percent Responses Means

Very Bad (1) 0 0.00%

Bad (2) 2 5.26%

Poor (3) 3 7.89%

Fair (4) 9 23.68%

Good (5) 18 47.37%

Very Good (6) 6 15.79%

4.61
5.07 5.04

 0           25           50           100 Question College Department

Response Rate Mean STD Median College Mean STD Median Department Mean STD Median
38/40 (95.00%) 4.61 1.03 5.00 3670 5.07 0.96 5.00 707 5.04 1.00 5.00

Instructor: Jonathan P McCoy,Thomas Stefan Skuzinski * 
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7 - 7A - Please add any comments about the physical environment here:
Response Rate 21/40 (52.5%)

• The annex is far from everything else so its really hard to get from that class to my next one. There is also a pipe that makes a noise whenever the wind blows so it is distracting. The heat in the
building is overwhelming.

• small class, not too many people. the test orientation wasn't great as the spaces between the desks were narrow.

• building is dusty and hot

• n/a

• This room is subject to strange noises that can be distracting (whining of pipes, clicking of fans).

• The classroom is very run down, poor heating and cooling.

• Too many desks in a small room, difficult to move

• It was too hot sometimes

• The room was stuffy

• The temperature of the room was often uncomfortable, either too hot or too cold on any given day.

• Like the classroom, hate the 8am time

• Very humid and stuffy. It needs a QUIET dehumidifier

• Sun coming up in the 8am could sometimes be distracting. Architecture annex is an old building but I still love it.

• For as many students that are in this class, the classroom was not the best setting. It is overcrowded and feels a tad claustrophobic. The whistling of the pipes was a bit distracting some days.

• Lack of effective air conditioning made the environment less than ideal sometimes.

• None

• The room kind of sucks

• The room was very small with poor air circulation

• Loved the class

• people really liked to steal my seat

• Architecture annex needs updates (but it was better than the basement last semester)

8 - Please indicate the extent to which you agree or disagree with each of the following statements:

The instructor was enthusiastic in presenting course content.

Thomas Stefan Skuzinski

Response Option Weight Frequency Percent Percent Responses Means

Strongly disagree (1) 0 0.00%

Disagree (2) 0 0.00%

Somewhat disagree (3) 0 0.00%

Somewhat agree (4) 1 2.56%

Agree (5) 2 5.13%

Strongly agree (6) 36 92.31%

5.90 5.38 5.38

 0           25           50           100 Question College Department

Response Rate Mean STD Median College Mean STD Median Department Mean STD Median
39/40 (97.50%) 5.90 0.38 6.00 880 5.38 1.03 6.00 880 5.38 1.03 6.00

Instructor: Jonathan P McCoy,Thomas Stefan Skuzinski * 
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8 - Please indicate the extent to which you agree or disagree with each of the following statements:

The instructor seemed genuinely interested in the course material.

Thomas Stefan Skuzinski

Response Option Weight Frequency Percent Percent Responses Means

Strongly disagree (1) 0 0.00%

Disagree (2) 0 0.00%

Somewhat disagree (3) 0 0.00%

Somewhat agree (4) 0 0.00%

Agree (5) 3 7.69%

Strongly agree (6) 36 92.31%

5.92 5.53 5.53

 0           25           50           100 Question College Department

Response Rate Mean STD Median College Mean STD Median Department Mean STD Median
39/40 (97.50%) 5.92 0.27 6.00 876 5.53 0.93 6.00 876 5.53 0.93 6.00

8 - Please indicate the extent to which you agree or disagree with each of the following statements:

The instructor seemed concerned about whether students learned the material.

Thomas Stefan Skuzinski

Response Option Weight Frequency Percent Percent Responses Means

Strongly disagree (1) 0 0.00%

Disagree (2) 0 0.00%

Somewhat disagree (3) 0 0.00%

Somewhat agree (4) 1 2.56%

Agree (5) 4 10.26%

Strongly agree (6) 34 87.18%

5.85 5.22 5.22

 0           25           50           100 Question College Department

Response Rate Mean STD Median College Mean STD Median Department Mean STD Median
39/40 (97.50%) 5.85 0.43 6.00 877 5.22 1.16 6.00 877 5.22 1.16 6.00

8 - Please indicate the extent to which you agree or disagree with each of the following statements:

The instructor related to students as individuals.

Thomas Stefan Skuzinski

Response Option Weight Frequency Percent Percent Responses Means

Strongly disagree (1) 0 0.00%

Disagree (2) 0 0.00%

Somewhat disagree (3) 0 0.00%

Somewhat agree (4) 0 0.00%

Agree (5) 7 17.95%

Strongly agree (6) 32 82.05%

5.82 5.19 5.19

 0           25           50           100 Question College Department

Response Rate Mean STD Median College Mean STD Median Department Mean STD Median
39/40 (97.50%) 5.82 0.39 6.00 877 5.19 1.22 6.00 877 5.19 1.22 6.00

Instructor: Jonathan P McCoy,Thomas Stefan Skuzinski * 
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8 - Please indicate the extent to which you agree or disagree with each of the following statements:

The instructor related theories and concepts to practical issues.

Thomas Stefan Skuzinski

Response Option Weight Frequency Percent Percent Responses Means

Strongly disagree (1) 0 0.00%

Disagree (2) 0 0.00%

Somewhat disagree (3) 0 0.00%

Somewhat agree (4) 0 0.00%

Agree (5) 5 13.16%

Strongly agree (6) 33 86.84%

5.87 5.36 5.36

 0           25           50           100 Question College Department

Response Rate Mean STD Median College Mean STD Median Department Mean STD Median
38/40 (95.00%) 5.87 0.34 6.00 873 5.36 1.04 6.00 873 5.36 1.04 6.00

8 - Please indicate the extent to which you agree or disagree with each of the following statements:

The instructor used a scholarly approach in presenting content (referencing theory, research, and debates in the field).

Thomas Stefan Skuzinski

Response Option Weight Frequency Percent Percent Responses Means

Strongly disagree (1) 0 0.00%

Disagree (2) 0 0.00%

Somewhat disagree (3) 0 0.00%

Somewhat agree (4) 1 2.70%

Agree (5) 5 13.51%

Strongly agree (6) 31 83.78%

5.81 5.38 5.38

 0           25           50           100 Question College Department

Response Rate Mean STD Median College Mean STD Median Department Mean STD Median
37/40 (92.50%) 5.81 0.46 6.00 866 5.38 1.06 6.00 866 5.38 1.06 6.00

9 - I improved my ability to think independently about the course material.

Response Option Weight Frequency Percent Percent Responses Means

Strongly disagree (1) 0 0.00%

Disagree (2) 0 0.00%

Somewhat disagree (3) 0 0.00%

Somewhat agree (4) 1 2.56%

Agree (5) 16 41.03%

Strongly agree (6) 22 56.41%

5.54 5.14 5.14

 0           25           50           100 Question College Department

Response Rate Mean STD Median College Mean STD Median Department Mean STD Median
39/40 (97.50%) 5.54 0.55 6.00 710 5.14 1.09 5.00 710 5.14 1.09 5.00

10 - I developed skills in defending an argument or a position.

Response Option Weight Frequency Percent Percent Responses Means

Strongly disagree (1) 0 0.00%

Disagree (2) 0 0.00%

Somewhat disagree (3) 0 0.00%

Somewhat agree (4) 2 5.13%

Agree (5) 14 35.90%

Strongly agree (6) 23 58.97%

5.54
4.97 4.97

 0           25           50           100 Question College Department

Response Rate Mean STD Median College Mean STD Median Department Mean STD Median
39/40 (97.50%) 5.54 0.60 6.00 713 4.97 1.16 5.00 713 4.97 1.16 5.00

Instructor: Jonathan P McCoy,Thomas Stefan Skuzinski * 
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Instructor: Jonathan P McCoy,Thomas Stefan Skuzinski * 
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